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KYTC District 1 Chief Engineer Kyle Poat Presented 
KATE Engineer of the Year Award 

Organization recognizes Poat for leadership in tornado response efforts 

PADUCAH, Ky.  (March 21, 2022) – The Kentucky Association of Transportation 
Engineers (KATE) has named Kyle Poat its Engineer of The Year. Poat has 
served as Chief District Engineer for the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) 
in the commonwealth's 12 westernmost counties since September 2018. 

KATE President Catherine Keathley said that in addition to Poat's leadership of 
District 1 and its 239 employees, the award recognizes his assistance with 
response to the tornado outbreak that ravaged western Kentucky last December. 

“Kyle was on site within hours, helping lead KYTC maintenance crews in efforts to 
assist police, fire and search-and-rescue agencies," Keathley said. 

In Mayfield, where damage was catastrophic, Poat marshaled KYTC crews to 
clear debris from all streets and local highways and create access for emergency 
responders and citizens. He worked as the transportation liaison assisting officials 
of multiple cities and counties in planning debris removal and recovery efforts in 
their communities. He also served as an advisor to the other highway districts on 
how to manage a tornado response.  
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As tornado recovery efforts progressed, Poat was assigned a major role in 
providing temporary housing for families who had lost their homes. 

"Kyle was directed by the Governor and Secretary Jim Gray to lead the Cabinet’s 
efforts in establishing sheltering sites for families displaced by the tornado," 
according to the KATE award citation. “This effort reached into Districts 2 and 3 as 
well and has included identifying potential sites for mid-term temporary housing, 
directing construction of pads for travel trailers, providing utilities to the sites, 
helping county judge-executives identify people who need assistance and writing 
contracts for installing and maintaining these shelters.” 

The citation said that throughout the emergency, Poat has shown a willingness to 
take on any task to ensure the job gets done and help people rebuild their lives. 

“Neither Kyle nor anyone else on Team Kentucky was thinking about awards when 
this disaster struck,” Secretary Gray said. “Like so many others, including 
Assistant State Highway Engineer Jason Siwula and Chief District Engineers 
Deneatra Henderson in D-2 and Joe Plunk in D-3, Kyle jumped in to do what he 
knew had to be done.” 

This isn’t the first time that Poat has worked above and beyond his job 
description. He has joined in sandbagging during floods, worked all night during 
snowstorms alongside District 1 employees and stepped up to assist other state 
and local agencies. 

"His leadership is an example to all KYTC employees that we need to give 110%, 
past our normal job duties, to make sure we do what is best for our communities,” 
the award citation said. 

The Professional Engineers who make up the KATE membership are responsible 
for maintaining 63,753 roadway miles and ensuring the safety of 14,664 bridges 
across the Commonwealth. Their work is critical to the movement of people, 



 

goods and services in and through Kentucky, where maintaining a safe 
transportation network is a more than $2 billion industry.  

KATE was established in 1970 to maintain and improve working conditions, 
promote professionalism and foster fellowship among engineers working for the 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet. 

As KYTC District 1 Chief Engineer, Poat is responsible for 2,850 miles of highway 
in Fulton, Hickman, Carlisle, Ballard, McCracken, Graves, Calloway, Marshall, 
Livingston, Crittenden, Lyon and Trigg counties. 

### 

A photo of KATE President Catherine Keathley and KYTC District 1 Chief 
Engineer Kyle Poat can be downloaded here.  

PHOTO CAPTION:  Kentucky Association of Transportation Engineers 
President Catherine Keathley (L to R) presents the KATE Engineer of the 
Year Award to KYTC District 1 Chief Engineer Kyle Poat. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMjEuNTUyMzg4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3VybGRlZmVuc2UuY29tL3YzL19faHR0cHM6L2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL0tZVEMvMjAyMi8wMy8yMS9maWxlX2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzLzIxMDkyMjIvS0FURUVuZ09mWWVhckF3YXJkS3lsZVBvYXQuanBnX187ISFEYjZmcm4xNW9JdkREM1VJIXlCVWNiVzRsS1lXU2p5VVR2RUdzR1FSbm50UjFERGJQcGxCNHE2QzVHNENmVV9BTlVNdTFjZ0pNMk5sZmc0dWV6eEllbnclMjQifQ.yiUHAM2aNzda3OVuk2vqIoRGp_ai6uLRRUtUzdG9OHw/s/1368005921/br/128442807404-l__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!xxpqFb7JnrfY7ahxSCtsu86RDpvI_dghDMnb-wieWHgjUhL35bJdhlpTWwKptEzxqTO1$
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